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These slides plus related open access articles and
preprints will be posted on jplucker.com.

Contact information is included
at the end of the presentation
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A little background



Milanovic “Elephant Graph”

Figure 4. Change in real income between 1988 and 2008 at various percentiles of global
income distribution (calculated in 2005 international dollars)
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Note: The vertical axis shows the percentage change in real income, measured in constant international dollars. The
horizontal axis shows the p tile position in the global income distribution. The percentile positions run from 5 to




The 215t Century ...

e ...is clearly proving to be a brave new
world where skills and talents that
previously helped us achieve success need
to be rethought.

* Part of that is rethinking where talent
comes from.



A little data



Percent of Advanced Scores (625+) on
TIMSS Math Assessments
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Percent of Advanced Scores (625+) on
TIMSS Science Assessments
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... well, they aren't.

So when people say, “These kids
will take care of themselves” ...



How Many Students Are
Performing
Above Grade-Level?

From research by Matt Makel, Michael Matthews,
Scott Peters, Karen Rambo-Hernandez, and
Jonathan Plucker

Published as a policy brief by the Johns Hopkins
Institute for Education Policy and with slightly
different data in Gifted Child Quarterly, 61, 229-
238.



Challenge

Too difficult;
frustration

oL
((\6
)%
c
«\3\9@1
A
(o
OK ¢ Too easy;
boredom

Readiness/Preparation



Percent of Students Scoring Above Grade Level
ELA Math

Grade WI CA TX WI CA TX

34% 23% 26% 19%

39% 29% 26% 18%

44% 34% 31% 22%

49% 34% 36% 27%

47% 38% 37% 28%




Beloworat 1 year 2 years 3 years
grade-level above

4+ years

® Mathematics = Reading




oéestudents performi g "a
level are not rare and likely exist in
every classroom | n dEygm

16% of the variance falls between
schools o almost all of the diversity
comes from the classroom level!

Meaning: Every classroom probably
gas these students. Every. Single.
ne.
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... well, they aren't.

So when people say, “These kids
will take care of themselves” ...



Tdlent. on khe Sidelines

Excellence Gqps and Americq's Persistent Talenk Underclass

Talent on the
Sidelines Results

http://cepa.uconn.edu/mindthegap






