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How Many Students Are 
Performing 
Above Grade-Level?

From research by Matt Makel, Michael Matthews, 
Scott Peters, Karen Rambo-Hernandez, and 
Jonathan Plucker

Published as a policy brief by the Johns Hopkins 
Institute for Education Policy and with slightly 
different data in Gifted Child Quarterly, 61, 229-
238.
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ELA Math

Grade WI CA TX WI CA TX

3 34% 23% 20% 26% 19% 16%

4 39% 29% 25% 26% 18% 29%

5 44% 34% 30% 31% 22% 34%

6 49% 34% 24% 36% 27% 32%

7 47% 38% 30% 37% 28% 33%

Percent of Students Scoring Above Grade Level



MAP Test Results
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òéstudents performing above grade-
level are not rare and likely exist in 
every classroom in every schooló

16% of the variance falls between 
schools ðalmost all of the diversity 
comes from the classroom level !

Meaning: Every classroom probably 
has these students. Every. Single. 
One.



Two Takeaways:

ÅClassrooms where large percentages of students 
already are above grade-level, but nearly all of the 
teacherõs focus is on learners working at or below 
grade-level, are not going to facilitate growth or 
further development for advanced learners

ÅThere is little support for the current age -based 
classroom structure as the optimal organizational 
structure for fostering student development





http://cepa.uconn.edu/mindthegap




